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October 31 was a special day at Bowman Library as the new automated system of patrons checking items out and 
returning them began its first day of use.  When patrons return books, dvds, etc. they are placed in the drop station to the 
left before the Circulation Desk.  The items are then fed onto a conveyor belt, the machine reads the new tags (which 
designates what area of the library the materials should be returned to) and each item automatically is directed to a bin 
that collects the materials, ready now for shelving by staff.   
 

                                                        
 
The library’s Staff Development Day was held at Bowman Library this year with a variety of presentations including: 
Outreach by Mary Anton; Podcast Launch and Enhancing the Patron Experience with EBSCO products by Matt Swain;  and 
Novelist Demo by Todd Strader.  Awards were presented to our newest employees to many who have been such a vital 
part of our staff for many years, including Danette Hayes 25 years and Kim Stanley 40 years.  Our employees are the heart 
of the library and daily provide thoughtful, informed and dedicated service to our communities; a few of the award 
recipients are pictured below. 
 

                          
 John Huddy                             Mary Anton     15 yrs.         Ann White     25 yrs.              M. Anton                                   A. White 

 Presenting Awards                  Kendra Getaz  10 yrs.                Carolyn Bly   15 yrs.              Judy Labrecque   15 yrs.           Ruth Perrine   15 yrs. 

 

                                                                                                                                 



 

 

Bowman Library Operations and Technical Services Manager, Kim Bean 

 
The Technical Services Department is the “behind the scenes” force behind the new RFID project, which means with the 
project fully underway, October has been an extremely busy month for everyone.  Staff received tagging training on 
October 22 and the staff tagging stations were set up on October 16.  With all of the returns of untagged materials, at one 
point there were 11 overflowing carts of materials waiting to be tagged.   Both staff and the hired tagging team worked on 
this, but by the last week of the month, staff was doing a great deal of this work, and tagging of these materials is ongoing 
at a great pace. In preparation for the Automated Material Handler space was cleared of shelves and other items, the 
new-book shelves were moved, electrical and data wiring was installed, a hole was cut in the wall for the slot, and the 
patron side of the wall was painted.                                                                                                              
 

Youth Services Department Head, Donna Hughes  

 
•Bowman Library welcomed 40 teen participants in the maxed-out overnight lock-in on October 18-19 for a program Inspired 
by a movie directed by Stephen Spielberg. The event was possible with the support of the Friends of HRLS, staff of Bowman 
Library, parent chaperones and the Teen Advisory Board of Bowman Library who set up the program and hosted three Virtual 
Reality stations for the participants. •The Youth Services Division of the library system became holiday-central with special 
programs at all branches: pumpkin carving and painting at Bowman, mask-making at Clarke, Diwali celebration at Bowman, a 
Festival of Magic at Handley, Halloween art at Bowman, staff dressed as crayons at Handley and a Teal Pumpkin site (with 
allergen-free treats) at Bowman Library on Halloween. •The 8-week Girls Who Code Club program at Handley Library 
concluded this month. Girls, aged 8-12, learned coding basics from binary code to programming their own video games. 
Girls Who Code is a national organization that exists to close the gender gap in technology. • Katie Moss, Youth Services 
Supervisor at Handley Library, attended the Virginia Library Association Conference in Norfolk, VA. 
 

Public Relations & Technology Coordinator, Matt Swain 

 
During October much was accomplished:  •170 programs were listed in the local papers along 
with 2 featured articles/interviews in the Winchester Star and Podcasts for Winchester City 
and Frederick County. •We had a full page in the Winchester Star thanks to our sponsor Tech 
Team Solutions. •We continue to get increased hits and reads on our website blogs by 
promoting on social media, in the email newsletter, and sending them out to media contacts 
to read.  •We created marketing campaigns – ads and videos promoting Tech Tuesdays which 
had amazing attendee turnouts at all 3 sessions. •Created a video for Friends to promote the October Book Sale on social 
media •We ran marketing campaigns – press releases, email newsletters, Interviews on Community Corner on WINC-FM, 
and PSAs on WINC-FM to promote first ever health fairs at Bowman and Handley. 
 

Adult Services Department Head, Adrienne Davis 

 
•In recognition of Health Literacy Month, the Adult Services Division hosted a Health and Wellness Day at each branch. 
Health, safety and family service organizations were on hand to demonstrate how they serve our community and benefit 
our patrons. Patrons were able to receive free flu shots and free HIV testing/ consultation. Over 40 people attended the 
program on October 21 at Handley and over 60 attended the program on October 29 at Bowman.  •Ms. Davis attended 
the 2-day Virginia Library Association Conference in Norfolk, VA.  Sessions attended were:  Evolution of the Environment, 
Library of Things, Serving Diverse Virginia, Kissing Books for Everyone and the Agile Library. 
 

Handley Library Operations & Business Manager, Ann White 

 
• On October 17, 2019 a panel consisting of: Scott Johnson, Shawnee Canning Co., Christine 
Patrick, Winchester Book Gallery, Susan Dolinar, Nibblins, and Christine Kriz, Lord Fairfax 
Small Business Development Center spoke to the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber Young 
Professionals Group about how creativity, commitment and work ethics contribute to the 
success of their businesses. •Ms. White attended the annual nonprofit symposium held at 
Shenandoah University highlighting the qualities of an adaptive leader as well as the annual 

Virginia Library Association conference where the focus of an evolving library considers the activities of each 
department so they might work in harmony to ensure the best study and programming environment for all patrons.  



 
 

 

Archives Librarian, Becky Ebert 

 
•Staff was busy this month with a tour given for Shenandoah University students along with Dr. Ann Denkler, focusing on 

African-American studies.  •Ms. Ebert attended WFCHS program, and book signing for “A Prominent Place” Winchester’s 

275 years in 50 Artifacts, with much of the research being conducted in the Archives.  •The Archives hosted the NAACP 

Day to encourage folks to bring in items for collection.     

 

Friends of Handley Regional Library, Director Barbara Dickinson    

 
•The Friends Fall Used Book Sale is part of the major fundraiser for  FHRL. It’s also the major contact with many 
community volunteers who help set up and work during the sale.  The book sale offered two teacher appreciation days on 
Wednesday and Thursday of the sale week. Teachers – from any public, private or home school – were given 50% off of 
their total purchases. Saturday was our Bag Sale day, where a bag was provided and shoppers got to fill it for $5 
•Programs for the month included Why Old Places Matter:  How Historic Places Affect Our Identity and Well-Being, 
Candidates Forum, Author Talk with Sue Ann Jaffarian, the film screening of Dark Money and the Heimat Quartet 
Chamber Music Series. •Ms. Dickinson attended the annual Non-Profit Symposium held at Shenandoah University and the 
Virginia Library Association meeting in Norfolk.                                                                                                                        
  

Clarke County Library Branch Manager, Laurine Kennedy 

 
We had good attendance at our programs again, with a special Writing Memoirs talk and a Make a Mask children’s event.  
Ms. Kennedy attended VLA in Norfolk and noted her favorite session was Evolution of the Library Environment which 
discussed ways to both improve the physical space for best usage, as well as the types of space needed in a library, and 
ways to reconfigure as needed.                                                                                                   
  

Community Partnerships: 

 AIDS Response Effort 

 Blue Ridge Dog Training Club, Alice Seabright 

 Characters by Chelsea 

 Chic Fil-A, Keri Mounts and Pam Whitt 

 Child Care Network 

 Discovery Preschool 

 Four-Color Fantasies 

 Frederick County Public Schools Bilingual Pre-K 

 Friends of Handley Regional Library 

 Grace Lutheran Preschool 

 Healthy Families NSV 

 JustBirth, Gretchen Smith 

 John Kennedy, pumpkin, soap & wood carver 

 La Leche League, Natasha Ossinova 

 Laurel Center 

 Kajal Malhotra, Diwali event consultant 

 Master Gardeners from the Virginia Cooperative Extension Service, Lynn Hoffman 

 Museum of the Shenandoah Valley 

 Project Lifesaver 

 Shenandoah Community Health 

 Shenandoah Valley Chess Club, David Hubbard 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 Sherando High School Intellectual Disabilities, Wilma Jennings 

 Sinclair Health Clinic 

 Skype a Scientist 

 Spanish Oak Rabbitry, Lynn Miller 

 Stephens City Chess Club, John & Matthew Clark 

 TAC (The Traveling Art Club), Julia Young & Cheryl Abbott 

 The Village at Orchard Ridge 

 Virginia Cooperative Extension 
       • Winchester City Sheriff’s Office 
       •      Winchester Parks and Recreation 
  
 

Locations of Outreach Programs in the Community: 
 
     •    Esther Boyd Animal Shelter Rabies Clinic 
     •    Frederick County Parks and Pets 
     •    Westminster Canterbury/ Digital library workshop on Lifelong Learning Tools 
     •    Winchester/Frederick County Visitor’s Center  
 


